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Englishmen towards Irishmen are, in part, explained by the
passions aroused in a protracted conflict; but they flowed,
also, from another source. England and Ireland were lands
as far asunder as the poles, in wealth, civilisation, and social
progress; the one was the first nation in Europe, the other the
most backward community; this largely accounts for the
scornful aversion of the conquering to the conquered race.
Impartial history properly condemns much that was done
in Ireland in this period. Man, however, is the creature of
his age; and all that is worst in Irish affairs had its parallel ii%.
contemporary events. If rebellion in Ireland was mercilessly
crushed, and the island was strewn with ashes and blood,
Alva did the very same things in the Netherlands, and was
more pitiless than Sussex and Mountjoy. If we blame the
perfidy with which Shane O'Neill was treated, it was the age
of the odious "serpent of Florence," of the massacre of St
Bartholomew, of the murder of Coligny. We regret attempts
to force the Anglican Church on the Irishry; but these were as
nothing to what was done to stamp out heresy in Spain and in
Italy, and to place whole orders of men under the yoke of
Rome. The slaughter at the fort of Smerwick was a crime;
but it was a trifle compared to many a deed of blood, of which
France was the scene in the civil wars of the time. The
sixteenth century, in fact, was an age of violence, when-
Christendom was torn in pieces in a deadly strife; and Ireland
had but a share in the conflict. Let it be said, too, that
Elizabeth and English statesmen were often ignorant of what
was being done in their name in Ireland; it should be added
that the weakness, the want of concert, the divisions of Irish
nobles and chiefs, and the still backward state of almost the
whole community, contributed to the unhappy fate of their
country.
The prospect for Ireland was not wholly dark at the close
of the sixteenth century.   Civilisation had established itself in